
H E L E N K E L L E R F O U N D A T I O N F O R R E S E A R C H A N D E D U C A T I O N

M   I S S I O N S   T A T E M E N T

Based on the legacy of Helen Keller, the helen keller foundation for research and

education strives to prevent blindness by advancing research and education. The

Foundation aspires to be a leader in integrating Vision research with the greater

biomedical research community, creating and coordinating a peer-reviewed, worldwide

network of investigators and institutions.

* “I look upon the world as my fatherland...I look upon true patriotism as the brotherhood 
of man and the service of all to all.”

- Helen Keller
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Co-Chair
Nicholas A. Delamere,Ph.D. 
Professor, Department of Physiology

University of Arizona College of Medicine
Tucson, Arizona, USA

Past President, Association for Research in Vision and Ophthalmology

J. Bronwyn Bateman, M.D.
Clinical Professor of Ophthalmology

David Geffen School of Medicine, University of California Los Angeles 
Los Angeles, California, USA

Founding Director, Rocky Mountain Lions Eye Institute
Former Chair, Department of Ophthalmology

University of Colorado School of Medicine
Aurora, Colorado, USA

Past President, Association of University Professors of Ophthalmology
Past President, Pan-American
Association of Ophthalmology

Dean Bok, Ph.D.
2016 Helen Keller Laureate

Dolly Green Professor of Ophthalmology
Distinguished Research Professor of Ophthalmology and Neurobiology Emeritus

Stein Eye Institute
David Geffen School of Medicine

University of California
Los Angeles, California, USA

Emily Y. Chew, M.D.
2014 Helen Keller Laureate

Director of Division of Epidemiology and Clinical Applications 
National Eye Institute/National Institutes of Health

Bethesda, Maryland, USA
Past President, Association for Research in Vision and Ophthalmology 

Joel S. Schuman, M.D.,FACS
Kenneth L. Roper, M.D. Endowed Chair

Vice Chair for Research Innovation
Vickie and Jack Farber Vision Research Center

Co-Director, Glaucoma Service
Wills Eye Hospital

Professor, Department of Ophthalmology
Sidney Kimmel Medical College at Thomas Jefferson University

Professor of Biomedical Engineering
Drexel University School of Biomedical Engineering, Science and Health Systems

Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, USA

Co-Chair
Joe G. Hollyfield, Ph.D.

Professor Emeritus
Cole Eye Institute

Cleveland Clinic Lerner College of Medicine
Cleveland, Ohio, USA

Past President, International Society for Eye Research
Past President, Association for Research in Vision and Ophthalmology

Lois E. H. Smith, M.D.,Ph.D.
Professor of Ophthalmology

Harvard Medical School
Senior Associate in Ophthalmology

Boston Children’s Hospital
Boston, Massachusetts, USA

Alfred Sommer, M.D., M.H.S.
2005 Helen Keller Laureate

Dean Emeritus, Bloomberg School of Public Health
and University Distinguished Service Professor

Johns Hopkins University
Baltimore, Maryland, USA

Jury President, Champalimaud Foundation Vision Science Prize

Professor Hugh R. Taylor AC, M.D.
2009 Helen Keller Laureate

Melbourne Laureate Professor Emeritus 
University of Melbourne

Melbourne, Australia

King-Wai Yau, Ph.D. 
2019 Helen Keller Laureate

Professor of Neuroscience and Ophthalmology 
Johns Hopkins University School of Medicine 

Baltimore, Maryland, USA

Terri L. Young, M.D., M.B.A.
Peter A. Duehr Endowed Professor of Ophthalmology, Pediatrics and Medical Genetics 

Chairwoman of the Department of Ophthalmology and Visual Sciences 
University of Wisconsin – Madison School of Medicine and Public Health 

Madison, Wisconsin, USA
Gold Fellow, Association for Research in Vision and Ophthalmology

President Elect, Association of University Professors of Ophthalmology 

P r i z e  S e l e c t i o n  c o m m i t t e e
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